Goddard House Begins SAGE Accreditation as LGBT Friendly Community
- by Lance Chapman

As we seek to more fully embody the Goddard House core values, our leadership team
will be engaging in a training process to become the first Assisted Living in
Massachusetts to obtain an SAGE accreditation to better serve LGBT elders. Along with
providing advocacy and resources for LGBT elders across the country, SAGE also offers
training for providers, such as Goddard House, to become culturally competent and
sensitive to the salient issues of LGBT Elders.
For over five years Goddard House has partnered with ETHOS in providing a low-cost
brunch for LGBT elders here at Goddard House. One Saturday each month we serve as
a safe and welcoming meal site for people to eat a healthy
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As I write this article, there are currently laws in various
states other than Massachusetts, limiting the rights of same sex couples to obtain
housing. A recent study shows 48% of older same-sex couples experience housing
discrimination. In response to this Goddard House hopes to be the first of many nearby
Assisted Living communities to go through the SAGEcare training program. Our hope
is that by undergoing this training Goddard House will become well-known as an
organization that welcomes LGBT elders to join this community and has prepared the
staff to understand some of the unique issues faced by this group of people.
We are hopeful that the SAGEcare training and subsequent accreditation will be a next
step in our journey as a community to become a place that nurtures a sense of belonging
to anyone that chooses to call Goddard House…home.

